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A Statute of Duke Student Government Establishing the 
Election Rules and Procedures for 2020  

   
Be it ordered by the Attorney General of Duke Student Government:  
   
Section 1: Campaign Schedule  
Filing, campaigning, and balloting shall occur on the following timeline:  

1. Election of the Young Trustee  
1. Finalists have been nominated by the YTNC, and no petitions are necessary.  
2. The election will occur from 12:00 PM February 11 until 12:00 PM February 12.   

2. Election of the DSG President and Executive Vice President  
1. To register as a candidate, one must submit a petition with the first and last names 

and net IDs of 100 supporting undergraduates to the Attorney General by February 
20 at 5:00 PM.  

2. The election will occur from 12:00pm March 5 to 12:00pm March 6  .  
3. Election of DSG Vice Presidents, Senators, Class Presidents, and Class Vice Presidents  

1. To register as a candidate, one must submit a petition with the electronic signatures 
of either 100 undergraduates (if running for vice president) or of 50 undergraduates 
from the relevant class for any other office to the Attorney General by April 3 at 
5:00 PM.  

2. The election will occur from 12:00pm April 16 to 12:00pm April 17.  
4. Election of First-Year Senators  

1. To register as a candidate, one must submit a petition with the electronic signatures 
of 25 first-years to the Attorney General by September 4 at 5:00 p.m. 2. The election 
will occur from September 14 at 12:00pm EST to September 15 at 12:00pm EST.   

    
Section 2: General Campaign Rules  
The following rules shall apply to all campaigning:  

1. Campaigning shall follow all applicable laws, regulations, and university policies.    

2. Campaigning shall not violate any rule or right in the DSG Constitution and By-Laws.    
3.  Every candidate shall diligently observe the provisions of this Statute.    
4. No candidate shall make false or unsubstantiated comments in any medium that attack 

another candidate’s character.  

5. No candidate shall disseminate any obscene content.    
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6. No candidate shall apply tape to the ground or floor.    
7. No candidate shall apply spray paint or chalk to any surface not expressly designated  

for that purpose. Spray painting on the East Campus bridge must abide by University 

policy.   

8. Any candidate who directs, encourages, or authorizes another to take a certain action  

shall be liable as though acting personally.  

9. Any candidate who knowingly solicits or accepts assistance from anyone acting in  

violation of any campaign rule shall be personally liable.  

10. No candidate may coerce, bribe, or otherwise manipulate others into campaign  

assistance.  

   
Section 3: Campaign Budgeting  
The following rules shall apply to campaign expenditures and budgets:  

1. A candidate’s expenditures shall not exceed $100 for President, Executive Vice President and 
Young Trustee, $50 for Committee Vice Presidents, and $25 for Senators . Candidates can request to 
receive this money in the form of a cash advance. Any unused funds must be returned to Finance.   
2. A candidate’s expenditures shall be assessed at the greater of:    

a. The actual cost to the candidate   
b. The lowest reasonable market price of the good or professional service  used 

by the campaign available to a typical Duke student without additional discounts, 
gifts, or special relationships.  

3. Candidates must mark up the assessed value of their expenditures if they obtained goods or 

professional services below lowest reasonable market price.  

4. Duke students may volunteer for a campaign at no charge.   

5. Candidates are not charged for materials they owned before an election, yet they will be required 

to prove possession if petitioned.  

6.  Staples, adhesives, and similar materials used to post flyers and banners need not be  

assessed as expenditures regardless of their fair market price, unless they directly further campaign 

purposes (such as by spelling out a candidate’s name in tape).  
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7. Each candidate shall disclose expenditures to the DSG Treasurer within 48 hours of polls closing. 

Any expenditure incurred after must be reported with a receipt to the Attorney General within an 

hour.  

8. All budgets, proofs of prices, and updates shall be made available to any Duke student upon 

request and may be challenged under Section 8.  

9. Each candidate shall be reimbursed, not exceeding the maximum authorized budget,  for 

expenditures that can be substantiated by receipts or similar proofs of payment.  

10. Write-in candidates may incur expenditures up to the same maximum authorized budget and are 

responsible for submitting budgets within 48 hours of polls closing if elected.  

11. No candidate shall solicit or accept financial support from any student or student  organization.  

12. No candidate shall pool budgets (e.g. for a joint campaign).    

   
Section 4: Campaign Materials  
The following rules shall apply to all flyers, banners, and similar campaign materials:  

1.  Flyers may not be e-printed. They must be printed professionally with a receipt.  

2. No candidate shall remove or deface any other candidate’s materials or intentionally post anything 

to cover another candidate’s materials in whole or part.  

3. Flyers may only be posted in designated areas such as roundabouts and bulletin boards. Flyers and 

posters must be posted in accordance with the Duke Community Standard.  

   
Section 5: Campaign Correspondence  
The following rules shall apply to campaign correspondence:  

1. The attorney general may not use priming language when opening the polls to the 
undergraduate body. Any violation of this statue may be appealed to the Judiciary.  

2. No candidate shall harass any person through unsolicited physical or electronic 
campaign-related correspondence.   

3. Candidates and their supporters may not use listservs to share messages other than general 
election reminders which regard all candidates equally. They may post personalized messages 
of support on forms of communication through which others may respond, such as 
GroupMe, Facebook, or Instagram.  

4. No candidate shall place any correspondence under a student’s door.  
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5. No candidate shall use a student organization’s official email account or Duke University 
entity to issue any correspondence.  

   
Section 6: Election Day Campaigning  
Candidates may not supply electronics to others for the sake of voting. Any other type of electronic 
usage by candidates is permitted.  
   
Section 7: Certification of Petitions, Budgets, and Results  
The Board of Elections, or such of its members as the Attorney General shall designate, shall rule 
initially on the validity of petitions and budgets. The Attorney General nominates BOE members to 
be confirmed by the Senate and may remove members from the BOE at any time. The BOE shall 
make all petitions and budgets available to any undergraduate on request. If the Attorney General 
suspects, or any undergraduate alleges, that a petition is invalid or a budget irregular, the 
adjudication procedure in Section 8 shall apply.  
   
Section 8: Adjudication Procedure  
Violations and irregularities in petitions and budgets shall be investigated and punished as follows:  

1. Any undergraduate may submit a petition describing a potential violation. This petition must 
be submitted to the attorney general within 24 hours of the closing of polls. An extension of 
this deadline may be granted given extenuating circumstances, written in a formal appeal to 
the attorney general.  

2. Upon receiving a petition, the attorney general must inform all undergraduates named in the 
report. Those defendants have 24 hours to respond once informed of the petition unless in 
extenuating circumstances, described in writing to the attorney general.  

3. Any decision of the attorney general deemed arbitrary, capricious, or otherwise an abuse of 
discretion may be appealed to the Judiciary.  

4.  The candidate may admit the allegation or submit a written rebuttal emailed to the  
Attorney General. The candidate may also request an in-person hearing, which the Attorney 
General may choose to grant. The Attorney General will organize an in-person hearing for 
violations resulting in a possible penalty of 50 votes or more. The hearing will occur within 24 
hours of notifying the candidate.  

5. The Attorney General shall decide the matter by deliberation on a preponderance of  
evidence, promptly after the accused candidate responds or the response period elapses.  

6. The Attorney General may change the penalty for a specific incident from that  
provided in Section 9 if they deem it grossly disproportionate to the actual gravity of the 
offense.  

7. Disqualification may only be imposed by the Attorney General, on a finding of clearand 
convincing evidence of a serious offense. Disqualification may be appealed to the Judiciary by 
the candidate convicted on any grounds.  
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Section 9: Penalties  
All vote docking will occur in the final round of IRV.  

1. Candidates shall generally be docked votes for publicity violations as follows:  
1. Each offending flyer, 1 vote  
2. Each offending poster or banner in a highly public location, 30 votes  
3. Each offending poster or banner outside a highly public location, 15 votes  
4. Each offending video, 30 votes  
5. Each violation of the chalking or spray-painting policy, 30 votes  
6. Each offending public message, 15 votes  
7. Each offending website post, 15 votes  
8. Each offending unsolicited mail (per recipient), 1 vote  

2. Candidates found responsible for a violation by the Attorney General, or ordered to 
remediate under Section 8, Clause 3, should promptly remediate it, if possible.  

3. Violations during the polling period must be remediated within one hour. Any time that the 
violation remains beyond one hour shall be divided by one hour, and this quotient multiplied 
by the normal penalty for the violation, to arrive at the additional penalty.  

4. Candidates shall be docked votes at the rate of one vote for every $0.05 over budget.  
5. Candidates shall be docked votes for unauthorized direct contact at the rate of one vote for 

every individual unlawfully contacted rather than the number of unlawful contacts.  
6. Any candidate who engages in bribery, tampering, or other severe misconduct in violation of 

the Duke Community Standard or the law shall be disqualified by the Attorney General.  
7. Bribery is any tangible incentive, reward, or payment offered to an individual or group in 

exchange for votes. Campaign promises of policy or action after the election should not be 
considered bribery.  

8. Tampering is interfering with any campaign materials so as to subvert the integrity of the 
electoral process.  

   
Introduced by Attorney General John Markis  
   
If applicable, passed by the DSG Senate on April 8, 2020.  
   
   
______________________________________ Certified by the Executive Vice President on [date]  
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______________________________________ Signed by the DSG President on [date]  
   
   
   
From Duke Community Standard:  

  


